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What makes NFTs bad for 

the environment?

by Tristan M.

In recent years, NFTs (which are short for non-fungible 
tokens) have quickly become a billion dollar business, with not 
only major celebrities (such as Reese Witherspoon, Shawn 
Mendes, Snoop Dogg, Gwyneth Paltrow, Tara Strong, Eric 
Andre, Quentin Tarantino, Justin Bieber, Matt Damon, and 
Serena Williams) supporting them, but also big companies 
(such as Disney, Square Enix, AMC, Coca-Cola, and 
McDonalds) joining in the bandwagon as well.  However, NFTs 
have also been very infamous for destroying the environment, 
and have also caused major scams as well. What makes them as 
bad as they are?

NFTs are a unit of data that is stored in a blockchain 
(which is a database that can allow NFTs and other krypto 
based currencies to operate without the need of authorities ), 
which can be easily sold and traded everywhere. But what 
makes NFTs as bad as they are, and why do they end up getting 
the infamous reputation they have?

Cryptocurrency (including NFTs) rely heavily on 
greenhouse gas emissions, which not only can have a 
devastating effect on the environment, but can also increase the 
amount of pollution that happens each day. NFTs have also 
been involved in plenty of scams as well, and since hackers 
have stolen various NFTs, they have only made them even more 
worthless than they already are. 

What makes the greenhouse gasses especially bad is the 
amount of computers that use them. Some computers contain 
heavy metals, which contain toxic chemicals that can make it 
very easy to pollute soil. And NFTs rely on these same 
chemicals, which only make things even worse.  

NFTs were at their peak throughout mid to late 2021, 
but they have been slowly starting to fade away in popularity. 
And considering how bad they are for the environment and how 
much scams they can cause, it’s only fitting that not many 
people will ever want them anymore. But will more people 
invest in NFTs and cause more scams as well? Only time will 
tell… 
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Top 5 Dad Jokes
by Josh K.

1. Did you hear about the person who invented the 
knock-knock joke?

2. What did the buffalo say to his son when he left for 
college?

3. Where do you find a turtle with no legs?
4. What is blue but smells like red paint?
5. What do you call a fish with no eyes?

Answers: 1. He won the no-bell prize 2. Bye son 
3. Right where you left it 4. Blue paint 5. A Fsh

Top 10 NHL Legends 
Who Never Lifted Stanley’s Cup

by  Callahan R.

#10. Darryl Sittler
#9. Adam Oates              
#8. Mark Howe           
#7. Henrik Lundqvist    
#6. Peter Stastny 

#5. Pavel Bure          
 #4. Borje Salming          

#3. Gilbert Perreault 
 #2. Marcel Dionne                   

#1. Brad Park

The Bookworm’s 
Travesty 

by Phia C.

Avid readers around the world will say reading 
is the best present, future, and past time. Books are good 
for so much more than baseline entertainment! Reading 
can inspire your own story, art, and even music ideas. It 
can be a major coping skill, helping to distract and 
provide an escape for a while. Reading can bring joy 
and encourage growth. My song “Cigarette 
Hallucinations” was inspired by a book scene. 

While there are an infinite number of ways 
reading is great, there is one major downside. I like to 
call this the "cave or grave conundrum," the idea that 
you have to cave into expensive book prices or wait 
until near death on a library waiting list. 

Now, many will say “there are hundreds of 
books in the library; they're not all on a waiting list!” 
this is true of course. I will not deny that there are 
plenty of books in the library ready to get checked out 
and read, but this travesty affects those who read 
unfinished or new series. 
It takes one to two years to write the sequel to the book 
which I finished reading in 27 hours  In that time, I’ll 
foolishly start another series in the hopes of filling the 
void…only to find another darker pit. 

Libraries, while a very useful and accessible 
resource, take forever to not only order the new book, 
but to have it in, and then let the three measly copies 
make their way down the nationwide high of a waitlist. 
Sometimes there's the real killer: they decide not to 
order it at all! 

This is a forever struggle, but hopefully we can 
overcome this travesty someday!

Warning: 
The Bookworm epidemic is spreading like the plague, 
and what I just described is a major component of the 
spread. There is no cure nor vaccine to slow the 
infection. Once compromised, you just have to live with 
it. While it’s not easy, it’s manageable and you can learn 
to live with it.

Top 5 Most Successful 
Book to Movie Adaptations 

By Phia C.
1. Harry Potter
2. Lord of the Rings
3. Alice in Wonderland
4. Hunger Games
5. Twilight 



The 148th Kentucky Derby is a major sports event and is taking place on  May 7. The Derby averages 
14.37 million viewers, making it the seventh most watched U.S. sporting event according to Bleacher Report. 

The Derbys odds have been changed due to the decision to pull Forbidden Kingdom from the 148th Run 
for the Roses. Epicenter is now currently the 5-1 favorite. However, many horses will push for the win, including 
three of them at 6-1 in the 2022 Kentucky Derby odds.

Epicenter 5-1
Messier 6-1
Taiba 6-1
Zandon 6-1
Mo Donegal 8-1
Smile Happy 14-1
White Abarrio 14-1
Charge It 20-1
Tiz the Bomb 20-1
Zozos 20-1
Cyberknife 22-1
Simplification 22-1
Early Voting 25-1
Pioneer of Medina 99-1
Barber Road 30-1
Slow Down Andy 40-1
Crown Pride 50-1
Summer Is Tomorrow 90-1
Tawny Port 100-1
In Due Time 120-1

One horse that could run a disappointing race is Messier. Messier is one of the favorites at 6-1 and has had 
a very successful start to his career. The 3 year old Colt has finished in the top two in his last six races. I just don’t 
believe that Messier has what it takes to win the Race of the Roses, however. Messier was beaten by Taiba in the 
San Anita Derby earlier this month. Plus, Messier still doesn't have a single victory on anything above a Grade 3 
race. 

I think if you are going to try to win money on this race, I suggest putting some money on Charge It. 
Despite having only 3 starts, he has coped well with pressure and actually finished second in the Florida Derby. I 
think it is worth including him on your card even as a sleeper.

Tabia is also a horse that could be quite disappointing. Instead of Tabia, I am high on Simplification. 
Simplification may not be among the early top favorites, but he could be a good horse to place a bet on during the 
week. Simplification has ended up in the top three in each of his past six races, all of which took place at 
Gulfstream Park. That included a third-place finish at the Florida Derby last month. 

If you're looking for more of a long shot to bet on for the Kentucky Derby, then Tiz the Bomb should be a 
horse to consider. Tiz the Bomb has notched five wins in his past seven races, including a victory at the Jeff Ruby 
Steaks last month. This horse clearly knows how to win, even if he hasn't produced the same type of results on 
dirt.

It will surely be the most entertaining 2 minutes of sports in 2022!

The Kentucky Derby by Callahan R.



Sandy Sam

by Tristan M.

Sam went to the beach.
He went all the way to the sand and made his castle.
But then, when he started to lick his ice cream,
He ended up becoming a sand man.
Now that he was a sand man,
He could live in the sand,
And he could always live. 

Why Virginia Should 
Ban Declawing

by Rowan G.

It is no secret that cats can misbehave. Their 
claws allow them to scratch a wide variety of 
objects, and they can leave painful wounds on 
anyone who manages to tick them off. Sometimes, 
certain cats can become so badly behaved that their 
owners decide to declaw them, but this is a grave 
mistake to make.

To start, you must understand that when a cat 
is declawed, it is not the claw that is removed, but 
rather the entire end bone of each finger.  You are 
not mishearing that - that really is what it sounds 
like! How would you feel if this were to happen to 
you?  Your fingers would be sliced in half!

In addition, declawing makes it harder for 
cats to defend themselves in dangerous situations. 
Although it can still bite, it is still much harder to 
fight back against hostile animals. Without its sharp 
claws, it’s much easier for it to be turned into some 
feline flank steak by the dangers of the outside 
world. 

With this being said, I believe that Governor 
Youngkin and the General Assembly should take 
action in order to stop the practice of declawing. It is 
a practice that has more risks than benefits, and 
therefore should be disavowed in favor of 
alternatives. 

Top 10 Cool Places to Visit in 
Virginia & Washington, D.C.

by Rowan G.

1. Washington Monument
2. Capitol Building
3. Udvar-Hazy Center (Air and Space 

Museum) 
4. Mount Vernon
5. Monticello
6. White House
7. Blue Ridge
8. Kennedy Center
9. Manassas Battlefield Park

10. Fort Ward



You might be asking yourself, “What is the big deal with nuclear fusion and fission? What is 
the difference?” Nuclear fission is what we have been doing for awhile; but both are nuclear 
reactions that release energy. Fission is splitting or pulling apart two atoms that are bonded together. 
Fusion is when you have two small atoms that need to be fused together, creating a new bond. 

One example of fusion is what our sun does in order to burn at a high temperature, and what 
makes the sun shine. An example of fission is a nuclear bomb. We have fission reactors that are 
basically nuclear bombs going off in a power plant that is contained and takes the energy from the 
reaction.

Although we have been trying to create a nuclear fusion reactor, we have gotten close but 
haven’t made one that efficiently makes more energy than is needed to make the fusion react. The 
way that we have been doing this is by superheating a gas so hot that it makes a completely new 
state of matter, called plasma. Plasma is so hot that it is 11,000 - 14,500 Fahrenheit. This 
temperature is needed to fuse the atoms together. The best thing about fusion is that it is 100% 
cleaner than fission, and leaves zero radiation after the reaction occurs. This will also completely 
solve our energy crisis . Fusion will make four million times more energy than a nuclear fission 
reactor.

Nuclear Fusion vs. Nuclear Fission
by Joshua K.

Fission Reactor Fusion Reactor



allergies
barbeque
baseball
beach
bloom
campfire
colorful
fireworks
heat
hot
icecream
july
leaf
lemonade
pool
rain
relax
sleep
summer
sun
sunburn
sunny
sunscreen
vacation
watermelon

Summer Word Search

Jumble!
Unscramble each word.
Then, unscramble the circled letters to discover the secret message!

demonlae   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

loop _ _ _ _

wksierofr _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

osoghtd _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

csctoner _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Have a great summer and _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ !

  


