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If you see a cat running outside without an owner 
nearby, it might not actually be lost. It might be a feral 
cat, a cat that is free and does not live indoors or have any 
rules to follow. 

According to the WildLife Society, there are three 
types of domestic cats. Indoor cats, which are house cats, 
stay inside and rarely go outside. Free range cats do have 
a home and spend time both indoors and outdoors. Feral 
cats do not have the personality or behaviors to live with 
people and be good pets. They prefer to stay outside in 
nature and live on their own.

Feral cats have behaviors that make them unable 
to live among humans. They do not trust humans and 
prefer to live outdoors in colonies with other feral cats. 
They prefer to find their food by hunting birds and 
rodents.Feral cats have a strong impact on the ecosystem 
because they are very good predators, so they kill and eat 
animals like birds, rats, and mice.

Even though feral cats are wild, they may still rely 
on humans for food. They usually live in colonies around 
trash sources, so they can pick through the trash and eat 
the mice and other rodents that also are around the trash. 
One thing you should look out for when you see a cat that 
is feral is if it has a clipped left ear, which is part of the 
TNR program. This means that a group has trapped the 
cat, taken them to the vet and gotten them neutered, and 
returned them to the wild. This is done to help control the 
feral cat population, because they don’t have a natural 
predator, so if left unmonitored there would be too many 
cats.

So what should you do if you think there is a feral 
cat in your neighborhood? First, do not pet the cat, 
because it might cut or bite you and it might have rabies. 
Try and find out if the cat belongs to someone before you 
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assume it is feral, because some cats 
are free-range cats and like to be 
outside. Finally, if it doesn’t have a 
tipped ear, call a rescue group and 
they can direct you what to do. It is 
probably okay to leave out food or 
water. Just be sure to keep a 
respectful distance. 



Living through a global pandemic can change how 
one views the world. This is only natural considering the 
change in lifestyles, economic and political instability, 
and hundreds of thousands of deaths throughout the 
country. While this alone can be enough to change the 
political views of anyone, adding a racial justice 
movement on top of this has caused many Americans to 
become leftists.

The reasons people have behind changing their 
political views are many and diverse. For some, the 
reason is losing their jobs and not having enough 
government compensation to help them survive as they 
get back on their feet. 

Being  brought up in a country with such 
ubiquitous patriotism only to see family members lose 
their jobs shows one the current system has caused many 
to question how they view this country and how it is set 
up.

Quite a few changed their beliefs due to more light 
being shed on the racial injustices in America, and how 
they believe there may never be enough done in the 
current system. A common belief in the leftist community 
is that this country was built on the backs of racism and 
the enslaved. Because of this, varying levels of systemic 
racism are thought to be found in most of today's 
American society. 

For many American leftists, just tweaking parts of 
American society will not be enough to end the murder 
and violence against people of color. Instead, they suggest 
changing how the hierarchy of our society is set up. This 
is not meant to take away the rights of those who aren’t 
people of color, but to even out the playing field and give 
everyone a fair chance at the pursuit of happiness.

While the previous ideas are complex, the last 
reason is easy to comprehend, even if one does not 
understand or agree with their beliefs.

 Due to the pandemic, many have had more time 
on their hands to do research into political topics that may 
interest them. Learning more about what is happening in 
the world, why, and being exposed to different ideas is 
one of the best reasons to change the ideals for which one 
stands.

By Avi W.

How 2020 Caused a Rise in Leftists

Have you ever wanted your entire yard to be 
covered in massive buzzing insects? No? Well, too 
bad, because this May all your grossest dreams will 
come true!

 It just so happens that 2021 is the 
seventeenth year since the huge Brood X cicadas 
emerged in 2004. This means that a whole bunch of 
massive cicadas are about to wake up to shed their 
teenage skins and become adults. 

Once fully matured, the cicadas can fly, mate, 
and lay eggs. This phenomenon will take place in 
fifteen states across the east coast!

The cicadas emerging this year are a part of 
Brood X. Brood X contains three different species of 
cicada. The Magicicada septendecim, Magicicada 
cassinii, and Magicicada septendecula. 

All three species prefer different trees and 
have different songs that the male sings to attract 
females. The only reason they even come out of the 
ground is to mate and lay eggs. Cicadas have 
intercourse and then die. I gotta work my butt off 
while cicadas sleep, mate, and then check out. Talk 
about the simple life- lucky them. 

Cicada shells are said to be a tasty meal to 
most animals, even your dog. So you can imagine the 
feast the wildlife will have this year. It's a good thing, 
too, because cicadas are not good for trees. The 
female lays her eggs on the side of a tree, then 
promptly dies. After a while the little baby cicadas, 
called nymphs, hatch and fall to the ground. They 
then find a nice juicy tree root to feast on for 
seventeen years. Taking into consideration the fact 
that female cicadas can lay up to 20 eggs, I’d say 
whatever tree she lays her eggs on is a goner.

Throughout the east coast, the call of the 
cicadas is burned into some of people’s fondest 
memories. Think of summer nights on the porch, 
listening to the constant buzz that seamingly comes 
out of thin air. I cannot think of a phenomenon quite 
like the cicadas. They are truly a sight to behold. 

Cicadas
By Sophia S.



My Top 10 Baseball Movies
By David R.

1. Major League
2. Bull Durham
3. The Sandlot
4. Field of Dreams
5. A League of Their Own
6. Bad News Bears (1976)
7. Moneyball
8. The Natural
9. 61*

10. Fever Pitch

  Cat Poem
By Ian A.

How I wish my cat
Was lazy, sleepy, and fat

But during the night

She sets off in flight
And makes me quite unable

To sleep so stable

Wherein I may dream
Of a cat that does not flee

From my gentle pets

HUGS & HITS
By Cat S.

🙂Looking forward to Spring Break! 
🙂 March Madness
🙂 Warmer weather arriving soon
🙂 Women’s history month
🙂 Easter candy hits the stores

🙁 Too much wind!
🙁 The end of the quarter work rush
🙁 The pandemic is still happening
🙁 Masks in the nice weather
🙁 Fast changing weather

Happy Spring!



Quarantine: 
One Year Anniversary 
By Liam C.

Unfortunately, it’s March and we’re still in 
quarantine, which means it has been just over one 
whole year since we have been quarantined due to 
COVID-19, but we will still get through this 
eventually if people would just listen and just wear 
their masks and social distance. It can get depressing 
and boring not being able to go around like we do 
now, and it will also get more frustrating working 
from home. There are three things that are gonna be 
different almost seemingly forever now from normal 
life before.

The first thing is that we all work from home 
now. We used to go to school and work normally, and 
we used to socialize without masks. The second thing 
that has changed is that now we (should) wear masks 
whenever we go out in public. If you whine like a kid 
about wearing a mask, then stay home. It’s the only 
proper way to go outside during the pandemic to 
slow down the spread rate of COVID-19.

 Although COVID-19 causes mild illness for 
most people, it can be fatal for some out there like 
the elderly and people with low immune systems. It 
is recommended for all to wear a mask and 
frequently wash your hands. The third thing is that 
we can’t really go to many places like a beach or 
festival due to so many people in one area. That 
wouldn’t be good at all. 

There are some symptoms you’ll know if you 
have COVID. This includes fever, chills, cough, 
respiratory problems, and lack of taste. If you do feel 
any of the following symptoms, then you can get 
tested for free at a number of sites. If you tested 
positive, it is recommended that you stay home and 
isolate yourself.

Just remember to wash your hands, wear a 
mask, and social distance, and hopefully, things 
could go back to normal soon.

After the COVID shortened 60 game season last 
year, the MLB is finally returning to normal on 
April 1st. It will be a regular 162 game season with 
most stadiums allowing fans to attend at a limited 
capacity. The Texas Rangers are currently the only 
team allowing full capacity at their stadium. The 
regular season is ending on October 3.

Some rule changes instituted last year 
because of the pandemic will still be in practice 
this year. The most obvious two are the seven 
inning doubleheader rule and the rule that places a 
runner on second base to start extra innings. Both 
the universal DH rule and the expanded playoffs 
rule have been removed for this year.

The reigning 162 game season champion 
Washington Nationals are looking to bounce back 
after having their first losing season since 2011. 
They have one of the best starting rotations in the 
league with Scherzer, Strasburg and Corbin, but 
their lineup leaves a lot to be desired.  Obviously, 
Juan Soto and Trea Turner are bonafide studs, but 
after those two there really isn’t much to get 
excited about. They had a decent offseason where 
they lost some guys but brought some back. They 
are currently looking like the third best team in this 
competitive NL East division. Both the Mets and 
the Braves project to be better this year.

The MLB Season is 
Almost Here
By David R.



1. My mom because if I didn’t say her I’d never hear the end of it
2. My dad because I don’t want him to feel left out 
3. My Grandma because she is the coolest old lady ever 
4. Allen Ginsberg because he is representation for the Jewish, gay, and communist communities 

who spoke words that stick in my mind and make me feel things
5. My Pop Pop even though he’s dead,  I still value every second I spent with him
6. Karl Marx because he wrote a couple of books I haven't read about stuff I really care about
7. Sylvia Plath for being crazy and writing my favorite book of all time
8. My Sister for always being mean to me when I was younger, so that I couldn't care less now 
9. Elon Musk for showing me that no matter how much money you make you can still be an out of touch, 

delusional, loser
10. The United States for showing me that it is very easy to make people think you care, while using them for 

everything they have. 

By Sophia S.

Top 5 Things to do During Spring Break
By Liam C

At last, it’s starting to get warm outside and spring break is coming. There are many things 
              to do outside. If you’re not sure what to do, I’ll give you a list of ideas.

● Gardening and taking out weeds (If you have a gardens. If not, start one!)
● Craft something cool
● Drawing
● Buy a pool table to play pool in the backyard (I did)
● Decorate your backyard (Unless it’s already decorated)

Springtime Jumble!
First, unscramble each word. Then, unscramble the circled letters to find the hidden message.

swlerof     _ _ ⚪_ _ _ _ 
amublrel  ⚪ _ _ _ _ ⚪ _ _
nari           _ ⚪ _ _
pluti         ⚪_ _ _ ⚪
nusny         _ _ _ _ ⚪ Go _ _ _ and _ _ _ _!

Things that Changed Me



Practice Makes Perfect!
By Ian A.

For almost as long as I can remember, I have 
been playing music- specifically the piano, with my 
acquiring of paltry guitar-playing skills coming only 
recently. On occasion, a few people might listen to 
me meander on the keys and offer their 
compliments, a most generous thing to do. 
Something I often hear (exclusively apropos an 
instrument) which doesn’t so much confound as it 
does bemuse me, is the phrase, “I wish I could do 
that!” 

The reason this comment specifically stands 
out, is the line of thinking that ensues within my 
mind. I am very grateful upon its being said, 
naturally, but I am also somewhat amused that I 
should receive such praise, being not particularly 
notable in aptitude among other pianists. Most of 
all, though, it draws me into thought about the art of 
music itself, and how others can have such varying 
relationships with it.

With music being my foremost hobby, it has 
assumed a role as my primary mode of emotional 
expression. It can be quite satisfying to punch away 
on the keys when something is causing me angst; or 
to play cool, calculated melodies when I’m feeling 
sedate; or to fall heavy and legato when gloom 
pervades. So much success I have found in this 
application of the art, that it is hard to imagine not 
having it at my disposal.

That’s not to say that music is the only (or 
best), avocation of all, nor is it to say that I am 
enlightened somehow for pursuing it. I do not wish
to compare recreations, but to relate the joy  

 

and gratification that practicing instruments has 
brought me in the hopes that I may encourage 
others to give it a good college try.

Among those who’ve expressed their 
remorse for not having learned to play music, 
many have been older adults, who believe it is 
somehow too late for them to do so. I tell them, 
“It’s not too late!” and they usually respond 
with, “I don’t have time,” or something of the 
like. And while I admit that I’ve dropped many 
pursuits out of want for time, it need not always 
be the case, especially not with regards to music. 

The greatest part of learning to play the 
piano, besides the beauty of the instrument, is 
how accessible it is. Keyboards with 61 keys- 
rather than the 88 featured on the full-sized 
variety- are among the most affordable pieces of 
musical equipment with my maiden keyboard, 
as it were, being a $175 Yamaha of that variety. 
Once you’ve purchased one, it can sit on its 
stand anywhere there is room (though not much 
is needed,) allowing you to fiddle with it 
whenever passing by. 

Indeed, many hours of practice I can 
attribute to the trip from my computer to the 
kitchen, my keyboard sitting almost exactly in 
the middle of the two. But most instruments are 
able to be left around one’s environment for 
easy access, although my mother might protest 
me doing so. Sorry mom, it just makes it so 
much more efficient to practice!

I won’t lie, it can be very frustrating to 
learn to play music, and it can take a while 
before you’re comfortable enough with an 
instrument to truly express yourself; but the 
outcome is indubitably worth the effort, being 
akin to another language with which you can 
vent your emotions.



Cedar Chips March Crossword

Answer Key on pg. 5

By Avi W.



 Word Search

Basketball
Caesar
Clover
First day of spring
Flowers
Fork
Gardening
Green
Hoops

Ireland
Irish
Leprechaun
Lucky Charms
March
March Madness
Mulch
Pi Day
Pot of Gold

Rain
Rainbow
Spring
St Patrick
Thaw
Tophats
Warm
Wind


