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Yellowstone’s Super Secret
by Josh K.

One of the largest wildlife reserves in the U.S. 
Yellowstone is a very famous tourist attraction perhaps best 
known for its water geysers, including Old Faithful. But this 
beautiful paradise is hiding something sinister and truly 
unimaginable. This thing has the ability to cover the entire 
United States Of America with ash, putting us in a nuclear 
winter and could even wipe out the human race as we know 
it: Yellowstone’s Supervolcano. 

This behemoth of a volcano isn’t just called “Super” 
for a reason, this is the largest volcano on planet Earth. The 
entire volcano stretches about 30 x 45 miles long. The 
location is in three states Montana, Wyoming, and Idaho.  

Here is the funny part, though. They built a park 
right on top of this volcano! The park is known for its 
wildlife inhabitants, its thermal vents, and water geysers as 
well. This volcano has been here for a long time, its age is 
about two million years old. The thing that's really scary, 
however, is the fact that this volcano can erupt at any time! 
This is very unlikely; it’s about a 1 in 730,000 chance that 
this volcano will erupt. The amount of lava or magma in 
this volcano is about 240 cubic miles. The amount of ash if 
it explodes could put us into a nuclear winter, where the sun 
is blocked and cannot reach Earth's surface. 

On the good side, they have many spots in the park 
which are measuring the volcano’s movement and actions. 
They have these places monitor seismic activity. Even if 
scientists couldn’t detect it, the wildlife around the area will 
show signs of something occurring, such as much of the 
wildlife starting to flee from the area. This may indicate 
something bad is about to happen. 

Fortunately, we don’t really need to worry about this 
volcano for some time so don’t think about this too hard and 
get scared that the U.S. will someday be destroyed. This 
will most likely not happen in our lifetime.

INSIDE:
● Tristan talks about the state of theatres during 

the pandemic!
● Rowan’s built an article talking about 

building zoning.
● Phia gives a history lesson on Tattoos.
● Callahan throws us a great article about the 

NFL draft!

32 days
‘Til School ends! 



It’s always exciting to see a new film in a crowded movie theater, whether it be a highly anticipated 
superhero film, an exciting comedy, a serious drama, an explosive action film, or the latest animated flick. 
But when the COVID-19 pandemic shut just about everything down two years ago, including movie 
theaters, people had to find new ways to watch new films in the comfort of their own homes. There is only 
one question, though. How would they do it?

Streaming services such as Netflix and Disney+ were already huge, long before the pandemic, but 
they exploded in popularity once the pandemic was at its peak, with not only new content (including films 
that were supposed to be released in theaters), but also plenty of classic films and shows in their libraries as 
well.  Not to mention that with more major streaming services such as HBO Max and Apple TV+ arriving 
during the pandemic, streaming has become more convenient for people around the world, with over 220 
million people tuning in to Netflix alone. And streaming is only going to get even bigger over time.
        Of course, it’s not just streaming that became even bigger during the pandemic. VOD (also known as 
video on demand), which had been around since the early 1990s, but it wasn’t until the pandemic that it also 
began to explode in popularity. When movie theaters shut down in mid-March of 2020, major movie studios 
such as WB, Paramount, Sony Pictures, Universal, and Disney began to release their newest films (such as 
Birds of Prey, Sonic the Hedgehog, and Onward) on VOD just weeks or even days after they were released 
in theaters.

 But, VOD would make a major turning point less than a month later. Universal shocked movie 
theaters when they announced that Trolls World Tour, which was an animated sequel that they (under 
DreamWorks) were planning to release in theaters that April, was going to move entirely to VOD on the 
same day it was supposed to be released in theaters. Although it was called a risky move by many (both on 
professional news circles and on social media), when it ended up getting released that month, it made over 
100 million dollars from VOD sales in its first few weeks of its release, which also caused other studios to 
move a handful of films that were planned for a theatrical release (such as SCOOB, The King of Staten 
Island, Love and Monsters, The Spongebob Movie: Sponge on the Run, and The Craft: Legacy, for example) 
to VOD as well. 

Sure, some of the prices, especially the $20 price that most of the new VOD films had during this 
period, were a bit steep, but they still gave moviegoers the option to choose during these dark and scary 
times.
          Even though movie theaters reopened during August of that same year (2020) with films such as The 
New Mutants and Tenet, they did not perform as well as they would have during normal times, and films 
released on VOD and streaming still dominated during the rest of 2020 and early 2021. It wasn’t until 
Godzilla vs. Kong, Cruella, A Quiet Place: Part II, and F9 all came out during late spring and early summer 
of 2021 that people were starting to return to movie theaters en masse. But during months like those, 
streaming and VOD were still around for moviegoers who needed them. 

Watching A Film During the Pandemic: 

What Did You Do While the Theaters were Closed?

                    by Tristan M.



The NFL Draft
by Callahan R.

The NFL Draft is a pivotal moment for many NFL teams, and it is before the season even starts. For 
example, the Cincinnati Bengals drafted their star quarterback, Joe Burrow, two seasons ago and he led them to an 
AFC championship. Even though we don’t know where these top college stars will be going, many people have 
already started predicting where they will end up.

I think the one thing to note for this draft class is that there will not be as much fire power as we have seen 
in the past. Now, this does not necessarily mean that the players from this draft class will never be big, but that 
there is not as much hype to the class. This is what I think of the class, and who might surprise people.

There are not many quarterbacks to choose from in this draft class, but there are still a few that could go in 
the first round. 

After the trade of Russell Wilson, the Seahawks are going to be looking for a new QB. It is up in the air as 
to whom they might choose, but I think it should be Malik Willis. With his mobility and ability to throw on the run, 
I think this would be a great fit for Pete Carroll and the offense he runs. Some mock drafts have them taking Kenny 
Pickett from Pittsburgh, but I don’t think he would be a good fit in the Seahawks scheme.

The team taking center stage at the draft is the Jacksonville Jaguars. After picking first last year, they have 
done it again and are picking first this year. They are projected to pick offensive tackle Ickey Ekwonu. He is a very 
talented rush/run blocker and is very versatile. He played guard and tackle in college, and even though he is not 
labeled as a pass rusher, he has improved greatly as a pass blocker. He would greatly improve the Jags offensive 
line and protect Trevor Lawrence (their franchise quarterback.)

The Falcons have also traded their quarterback, but I don’t think they are going to draft another one. Rather, 
it seems likely they will draft a WR (wide receiver). Many people are suggesting that they take Garrett Wilson from 
Ohio State. He has great speed and change of direction. I personally don’t like this pick, and I would suggest 
Treylon Burks. He had over 1100 yards in his final college season and is definitely first round talent. His 40 yard 
dash time is not the best, but he also brings height to a smaller WR class at 6’2, 225 pounds.

The New York Giants need plenty of defensive help and have gone about it the best way possible. They 
have the fifth and seventh overall pick. They are projected to take Evan Neal from Alabama. He will be a day one 
starter for the Giants. At the seventh pick, Kyle Hamilton might go to them. The Giants could take Kayvon 
Thibodeaux here for the defensive line, but instead will target Hamilton, who adds dynamism to a thin safety 
position. 

The first round of the draft is April 28 and is well worth watching. There will definitely be a fair share of 
surprises. 



The Saga of Saint Patrick
by Rowan G.

With springtime being somewhat lacking in 
holiday cheer when compared to its wintertime cousin, the 
arrival of Saint Patrick’s Day is always delightful. Many 
people celebrate  this important holiday by picking 
four-leaf clovers, telling stories of leprechauns, and 
looking for pots of gold. However, who is Saint Patrick, 
and why is he so important?

To answer this question, we must travel all the 
way back to the 400s, when Saint Patrick was still alive. 
In those days, Christianity was not as powerful as it is 
today, and lacked reach within many corners of the globe. 
Therefore, Saint Patrick played a major role in its 
expansion by spreading word of the religion to Ireland. 

Although Saint Patrick is best known for his 
important role in the history of Ireland, he was actually an 
Englishman. Born in 385 to a local government official, 
he would have a somewhat unremarkable life until his 
teenage years. At that age, he would be kidnapped and 
brought to Ireland.  There, he would be enslaved and 
forced to work as a shepherd, a type of farmer that tends 
sheep. 

During this dark time, he would develop a strong 
connection with his faith and would pray often until one 
day, as the legend goes, something interesting happened. 
Apparently, Patrick heard voices and saw visions telling 
him to escape to a ship, which he followed. He eventually 
reached a port which indeed had a ship in it, which 
allowed him to go home.

After escaping, Saint Patrick would continue 
living devoutly; he would eventually become a priest. But 
in the year 432, he would be compelled to return to 
Ireland at the behest of a vision or dream he experienced. 
While there, he would convert many people into new 
Christians, and was mythically responsible for the 
expulsion of the snakes from Ireland. 

Saint Patrick would have a real effect on the 
history of Ireland and Christianity, and due to this, the day 
of his death is now observed as Saint Patrick’s Day each 
year. 

Tattoos are considered one of the most 
permanent forms of art. For hundreds of years 
humans have used tattooing to express themselves, 
their status, and their story. Even in modern society 
tattooing stands as an extremely popular way of self 
expression and meaning. 

In this day and age tattoos are fairly common 
and generally accepted. But if you go back in history 
you’ll find there was a time when virtually no basis 
stood in the way of the practice. Some of  the first 
tattoos date back to some discovered on Egyptian 
mummies from around 2000 BC. Tattoos were also 
seen covering the ‘Iceman’, found in Ötztal Alps, 
who is one the world's only and oldest wet mummies. 
If one flashes forward to 1759 they’ll find the first 
written records of tattooing  documented by James 
Cook, an English explorer. While voyaging to the 
South Pacific he came across the practice of the 
tatau.

 Eventually, as most things were at that time, 
the practice was taken over by the English. However, 
religious officials and missionaries made it one of 
their goals to suppress and destroy the practice not 
much later. They used racial and religious superiority 
to build bias against tattooing as an art and form of 
expression.

Of course, while everyone has their own 
beliefs, no one can ever truly have an original 
opinion on a societal standing. Every ounce of 
knowledge or feeling we have towards a subject 
we’ve learned, or in some cases, unlearned. 

The practice of tattooing is a seriously 
difficult art; it takes artistic talent and intense 
awareness and control of one's motor skills. Many 
discredit tattoos, but if you think about the time and 
effort it takes to not only receive a tattoo, but also to 
become a tattoo artist, you'll understand that it truly 
is a craft.

The Brief and Opinionated 
History of Tattoos 

by Phia C.



The 2022 World Series 
by Callahan R.

The Major League Baseball season has officially started after the lockout delayed the season for 99 days. 
This was the first MLB stoppage since the lockout in 1994-95. Many people are very excited about getting back to 
the ballpark and watching their team play. The Atlanta Braves won the title last year, and many avid baseball fans 
are hopeful for a title win for their teams.

Here is the list of teams with the odds for them winning the title:

One of the biggest changes this year is the Universal Designated Hitter rule. This rule entails that pitchers 
will no longer be in the batting order. The designated hitter will fill in for the pitcher. The rule will allow teams to 
keep their DH in the game only if the starting pitcher goes five innings. If the pitcher does not, he will be forced to 
step into the batter's box and hit.

I think one team not ranked as highly on the list as they should be is the Philadelphia Phillies. They have 
built up quite a roster over the offseason by adding in Nick Castellanos and Kyle Schwarber. They also have 
Bryce Harper, who could make a run at winning the MVP. He is coming off of a great year and could have an 
even better one this year. Also their starting rotation of Zack Wheeler, Aaron Nola, Zach Eflin, Ranger Suarez and 
Kyle Gibson could be a force to be reckoned with.

Another team worth mentioning is the Los Angeles Angels. After signing Noah Syndergaard, their pitching 
duo could be the best in the MLB. This all depends on whether he is able to return to his New York days. With a 
roster that includes Mike Trout, Anthony Rendon and Shohei Ohtani, their hitting could also be great.

I don’t know very much about baseball, but our own Mr. Olerta knows a bunch about the topic. He likes 
the new designated hitter rule. He believes that this rule change could lead to more home runs and make the game 
more exciting. He thinks the Dodgers will be very interesting to watch. He believes that their lineup is very 
impressive and deep. In baseball, if you are facing a tough hitter, you can intentionally walk them to face an easier 
hitter. This strategy is used often and the Dodgers lineup could cause many problems because all of their hitters 
are great. If you walk one guy, you just face another hitter who is just as good.

The last team that is very impressive this year is the Tampa Bay Rays. Last season, they ranked second in 
the AL in runs scored and had one of the best offenses in all of baseball in 2021. Many believe that the spike in 
offensive performance in 2021 will not be sustainable, but it would be wrong of me to not include the Rays. If 
there is any reason for them to decline next year, it is due to their lack of pitching depth. Either way, it is worth 
looking out for the Rays

With all of this combined, it will be one interesting season!

Dodgers: +600
Astros: +900
Yankees: +1100
Braves: +1200
White Sox: +1200
Mets: +1200
Rays: +1300
Blue Jays: +1300
Padres: +1400
Brewers: +1500
Red Sox: +1800

Red Sox: +1800
Giants: +2200
Angels: +2500
Cardinals: +2500
Phillies: +3500
Mariners: +3500
Tigers: +4000
Reds: +5000
Athletics: +6000
Guardians: +6000
Marlins: +6600

Twins: +7000
Royals: +8000
Rangers: +8000
Cubs: +10000
Rockies: +10000
Nationals: +10000
Diamondbacks: +15000
Orioles: +25000
Pirates: +25000



What is a Neutron Star?
by Josh K.

A neutron star is a body in space that is the corpse of a star. Our sun will not become a neutron star; it will 
turn into a red giant, then get smaller and smaller until it turns into a white dwarf star. Stars that are 8 to 20 times 
the mass of our star will turn into a neutron star. Once the star starts to die, it will also get smaller and smaller until 
it turns into a neutron star. These stars are not super bright, but what makes them special is their mass and density. 
Neutron stars are the second most dense objects in the known universe, second only to black holes. The neutron 
stars have an incredible mass for their size. They are just barely bigger than Manhattan, and weigh as much as 1.18 
to 1.97 times the mass of the sun. 

Most neutron stars weigh about 1015 grams per cubic centimeter. This is comparable to taking the weight of 
all humans on earth. All that weight combined will be equal to about 1 cubic centimeter of a neutron star. These 
stars, because of their density, have really strong magnetic fields. They are about 100 million-1 quadrillion times 
the strength of Earth’s magnetic field. Because of this strong magnetic field, at the poles there is a literal beam of 
radiation and radio waves spinning in all directions. These stars spin about 43,000 times per minute.

Now if these stars were to find each other, they will start orbiting each other, getting closer and closer. Once 
they eventually connect, so much energy is dispersed that it causes a supernova, one of the biggest explosions in the 
universe. These supernovae can shine brighter than our sun will shine in its entire lifetime. In fact, this is the way 
that gold is made and found in other planetary life forms, asteroids, or comets.

These stars have been thought to have a completely different matter than any of which we know. This 
matter is known as “strange matter.” This matter is thought to have come from the core of the star. The properties of 
this matter are pretty terrifying. As described by physicist Edward

Farhi on www.medium.com “A lump of strange matter has an 
insatiable appetite for neutrons and grows fat by eating them.” 

Anything coming into contact with the strange matter in any 
way will be consumed by it, and it will alter whatever it touched on 
a subatomic level until the normal matter itself becomes strange.

For more information on properties of strange matter:
(https://medium.com/predict/the-case-of-strange-matter-365247260822). 

Ms. Blakemore and the Bus 
by Joshua K.

Ms. Blakemore ran into a bus
She couldn’t make a fuss
She ran into the mirror
We all think that’s quite queer
She was on her phone 
She couldn’t make it home
She told us about watching where you walk 
We couldn’t listen to her talk
Laughing so hard
She had a bump the size of a yard.

To tell you why I wrote this…today on 4/19/2022 
Ms. Blakemore during 7th period told us that earlier 
today she was so cold that she went outside to get 
warm. She was on her phone while walking around 
the school. She then suddenly ran into a bus mirror, 
so I decided to make this poem about that.

https://medium.com/predict/the-case-of-strange-matter-365247260822


The History of the Big Blockbuster

   

by Tristan M.

Nowadays, whenever you go to any movie theater, there is at least one blockbuster that plays in the theater 
you go to, whether it’s the latest MCU (Marvel Cinematic Universe), Star Wars, or 007 flick. But there was a time 
when major blockbusters, and those that got wide releases, weren’t very common. However, that all changed at the 
very end of the 1970s, when two young directors, Steven Spielberg and George Lucas, ended up making history.
       In 1974, Spielberg was working on a film that was based on a little-known novel about a shark that was 
wreaking havoc in a small Maine beach town. It not only ended up having a much longer filming schedule than 
anticipated, but it also had gone way over budget, with a final budget of $9,000,0000  ($47,000,000 in 2022 
money). 

MCA (which at the time owned distributor Universal) knew the film was a huge risk, and came up with a 
strategy that would end up saving the film. Instead of giving the film a steady limited release, which was common 
with most major films at the time, they decided to give the film a wide release, which had never been done with any 
major film before, and opened the film in 465 theaters, which was a record for the time.

This gamble worked, as Jaws ended up becoming the highest grossing film in history at the time, making 
over $470,000,000. It also led to Spielberg becoming one of the biggest directors in the world, and with last year’s 
West Side Story adaptation and The Fabelmans, which is set to come out this November, Spielberg is still one of the 
busiest film directors working in the business today.

Around the same time Jaws came out, George Lucas, who was another young director, was working on 
pre-production on a space opera film that many major studios (such as United Artists and Universal, who ironically 
enough also distributed Jaws) had previously turned down. Starring a then unknown cast (which consisted of actors 
such as Mark Hamill, Harrison Ford, and Carrie Fisher), filmed in countries such as Tunisia and England, and 
containing over 350 special effects shots (a record amount for the time, and all of which were done by Lucas’s new 
special effects studio, Industrial Light and Magic), Star Wars was a film that went $3,000,000 over budget. It 
originally started off with an $8,000,000 budget But special effects costs resulted in the film costing a total of 
$11,000,000.  It was also delayed from its initial December 1976 release to May of 1977 because of this. 
Furthermore, eventual distributor 20th Century Fox had no faith in the film and gave it little marketing prior to its 
release.

However, Star Wars was a film that slowly but surely became a blockbuster of legendary proportions. Not 
only was it bringing in massive crowds throughout 1977 and even during 1978, but Mark Hamill, Carrie Fisher, and 
especially Harrison Ford all became huge stars, ILM became one of the most sought after special effects studios in 
the industry and is still continuing to work in the business today (working on such films as the Star Wars Prequel 
and Sequel trilogy, most of the films in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, The Batman, Avatar, Ready Player One, all   
four Indiana Jones films, and countless other beloved films), and George Lucas ended up becoming a huge 
millionaire and successful film producer.
          It was thanks to Spielberg and Lucas that mega blockbuster films became as
 common as they are today. So, wherever you go to the latest effects heavy billion 
dollar flick, you can thank these two for making them as common as they are today. 



Jokes
1.

Top 5 Endangered Languages
by Rowan G.

1. Yiddish
2. Cornish
3. Manx
4. Hawaiian
5. Buryat

Hugs Hits &
🙂 Spring 
🙂 Warm
🙂 Sunny
🙂 Flowers
🙂 Sun

🙁Allergies
🙁Rainy 
🙁Cloudy
🙁Bees
🙁Sunburn

Just about spring
by Phia C.

Almost
So close 
Just about 
What we want most
Nice weather
Birds shed feathers 
Prepare for a change of seasons 
Cold no longer a tether 
Finally we see
Blooms like a sea 
Cherry blossoms smile
And we hear the buzzing bees
Time for picnics
Before the heat kicks
The sun will behave 
So we can sunbath 
Pools will open 
And kids will laugh 
Because spring is coming 
We’re on the last lap
Just around the bend 
The cold will end 
And spring will arrive 
Like an old friend 

Top 10 F1 Turns
by Callahan R.
10. TURN 8 – Istanbul Park (2005-2012)
9. PARABOLICA – Monza (1950–present)
8. POUHON – Spa-Francorchamps (1925–present)
7. PADDOCK HILL BEND – Brands Hatch 
(2003–present)
6. PISCINE – Monaco (1950–present)
5. S DO SENNA – Interlagos (1972–2019)
4. MAGGOTS AND BECKETTS – Silverstone 
(1948-present)
3. 130R – Suzuka (1987–present)
2. THE ESSES – Suzuka (1987–present)
1. EAU ROUGE – Spa-Francorchamps 
(1925–present)



sILLY sAMMY’S sPRING

by Tristan M.

It was springtime.
So Silly Sammy went down
To the Cherry Blossom tree.
And he went to look for flowers
And found them for his one true love.
He gave them to his true love
And that true love was happy. 

The Story of Street Art 
by Phia C.

While many say that graffiti and other forms of 
street art are disruptive and akin to vandalism, many 
understand its part in the self expression of an artist. The 
idea of graffiti sprouted in the late 1960’s when the 
soldiers fighting overseas in WWII would paint the 
words, “Kilroy was here!” in different places and 
buildings along their route. The hope was to bring 
familiarity and companionship to the forefront during 
those dark times. In modern street art, a similar concept 
is seen, the idea of trying to belong and leave a mark on 
the world. 

It’s generally thought that contemporary graffiti 
was originally based in Black and Latino 
neighborhoods. The first ideas of graffiti were started  in 
New York, where people called “taggers” would mark 
buildings and structures with tags. Tags, simply stylized 
signatures, grew from there. The main idea of tagging 
was to get seen and known by as many people as 
possible. A major graffiti target was subways, since the 
trains would travel far and carry the tags with them. 
Often when the trains were photographed, they were in 
motion, moving and adding new elements to the art that 
they donned. 

In the 1980’s, the mayor of New York, Ed Koch, 
stated that graffiti was to be considered vandalism and 
went to extensive measures to prevent the act. The new 
protocols went as far as following a suspect home or 
staking out in front of houses, even conducting random 
searches looking for “graffiti-related paraphernalia.

Despite the efforts put into restricting street art 
through the years it continues to grow and feed urban 
culture. Cities like Virginia Beach and New York have 
incorporated graffiti into their communities, using it as a 
form of expression and creativity. From the beginning it 
was used to bring understanding to the daily struggles of 
people from every walk of life, today street art continues 
to bring representation and shed light on those same 
voices.

Zoning: 
How Cities are Organized

by Rowan G

Cities have lots of buildings, all used for 
different purposes. Some are apartments and 
homes, while others are places where people 
work and learn. A city without them is like a 
forest without trees.

But isn’t it peculiar how we never see 
skyscrapers next to small homes, or supermarkets 
across from the local power plant? This is 
because of a practice called “zoning,” where 
certain areas are reserved for certain types of 
buildings. For example, a zone could be allocated 
for only stores and shops, while other zones 
could be used for recreational purposes.

Zones can also be used to regulate the 
size of buildings, too. This is one of the reasons 
why you don’t have random skyscrapers poking 
out of suburban neighborhoods. Zoning can help 
with developing an area for highrises, or 
establishing areas for single family housing.

If zoning did not exist, many of our cities 
would look different than they do now. Zoning is 
a factor in the growth and development of a city, 
and will affect how it changes throughout time. 
As the world population grows, it will be 
important to understand how cities are planned 
and organized; even the most mundane of details 
can have major impacts on people’s lives



 Spring Word Search
WORDLIST:

Basket
Bees
Bloom
Blossom
Bunny
Chick
Comfortable
Daisy
Decorate
Easter
Eggs
Flowers
Fools
Hunt
Jelly beans
Jokes
Lent
Pollen
Relax
Sky
Spring
Sun
Tulip
Warm
Wind


